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CNA offers LICA members unique risk control programs designed to help you identify 

and reduce loss exposures. We offer a wide range of services focusing on management

accountability, cost drivers and business solutions to help you improve your bottom-line 

profit. If you’re looking for a partner who can help reduce your business’ risks … 

we can show you more.®

For more information, contact your independent insurance agent or visit www.cna.com.

Use of the term "partnership" and/or "partner" should not be construed to represent a legally binding partnership. 
CNA is a registered trademark of CNA Financial Corporation. Copyright © 2011 CNA. All rights reserved.

LIKE TRENCHING AND PROPER SHORING
GOOD PARTNERS ARE STRONGER TOGETHER.

CNA AND LICA:
DELIVERING INDUSTRY-LEADING RISK CONTROL FOR OVER 5 YEARS.
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The LICA Contractor welcomes letters, 
subject to editing for accuracy and brev-
ity. The LICA Contractor also welcomes 
articles relevant to the land improvement 
industry. Include your name and daytime 
phone number for verification purposes.

Deadlines are the twenty-first of the 
month preceding issue date. All unsolic-
ited material must be accompanied by a 
self-addressed stamped envelope.

In the past few years we have place a great deal of emphasis 
in three areas: membership, promoting our image and legislative 
issues. 

Membership is doing well across the country. Some areas that have 
been hit hard by the economy are starting to see an upturn. In the fall 
we will launch membership drives in the southeast and south central 
part of the country. We have planned a comprehensive approach with 

the assistance of many associates.
Beginning in August and continuing in the fall we will attend four national trade shows 

while also attending membership meetings in state chapters. 
We continue to monitor and report legislative issues that may impact our members. 

I urge you to continue your membership effort. I do hope to see you all at the summer 
meeting in Rochester, MN. It promises to be a fun event!

Steve Gerten
National President

pres ident ’s  message

The LICA Contractor Summer 2011

c o n t e n t s

®

Published by:
Land Improvement Contractors of America

Next Issue Date: Fall 2011
Advertising Material Deadline:

August 8, 2011

THE LICA CONTRACTOR 	  Summer 2011	 3

For Advertising Sales Contact:
John Weatherhead

Weatherhead 
Custom Publishing Co.

Phone: (678) 427-9512
Fax: (800) 325-5885

3080 Ogden Avenue, Suite 300
Lisle, Il 60532

Phone: 630-548-1984 • Fax: 630-548-9189
E-mail: nlica@aol.com

Visit our website
www.licanational.org



Summer 2011	 THE LICA CONTRACTOR

Businesses have personalities 
and character like the people 
who found and run them. Usu-

ally they reflect the heart and soul of 
the founder who lays the foundation, 
establishes sound ethical practices and 
sets an example for others to follow, 
usually his progeny.

That’s how Almasi Contractors 
got its start in Woodbridge, New 

Jersey more than 80 years and four 
generations ago. John Almasi, Sr. ar-
rived from Hungary without money, 
barely speaking English. He had 
principles, a hard work ethic, and 
an eagerness to support his family. 
It was during the depression that he 
launched a local jitney bus business 
in Woodbridge that was an immedi-
ate success. 

The venture was so lucrative that it 
caught the attention of Public Service, 
who purchased the operation in 1929. 
This made it possible for Almasi to pur-
chase property in Woodbridge, which 
was to become Woodbridge Center 
Mall, and launch his trucking and ma-
terial supply business.  

Since the laying of Almasi Con-
tractors foundation in the 1920’s, the 
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A LICA Family with
80 Years Of Success
By Greg Sitek Above: Georgian Court University



company has been family owned and 
operated.   It was the founder and his 
two sons, John Jr., and Bill Sr. who 
operated the trucking and excavation 
activities for the company. No eight 
hour days or forty hour workweeks, it 
was long hard days and six day work-
weeks. The company leaders set an 
example that was supported and fol-
lowed by their wives and many dedi-
cated employees. 

That was yesterday and this is today:
• �We provide high-quality services 

to commercial, industrial, institu-
tional, and governmental organiza-
tions.

• �Experienced crews in site work, 
utility installation, site restoration, 
plant retooling, concrete, demoli-
tion, and paving.

• �Construction and restoration of 
dikes, firewalls, sludge ponds, re-
tention ponds and tank basins.

• �A fleet of tandem dump trucks 
available for delivery of sand, 
stone, clay, certified fill and other 
construction materials.

• �A specialized Hazmat team for 
environmental clean up and soil 
remediation.

But how did the family manage its 
growth and maintain its personality 
and character?

Those early years found the firm ex-
cavating clay from their property for 
Mauer Hollow Tile Company for use 
in building the Lincoln Tunnel. Alma-
si also supplied clay for the Valentine 

Brick Company, allowing the firm to be 
recognized as suppliers of some of the 
best clay around. They supplied most 
of the clay for tennis courts in New 
York City and infield clay mixes for 
major league baseball stadiums in the 
northeast. Material mining and hauling 
was a special talent that served Almasi 
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80 Years Of Success

Almasi Family: Top Row: Bill Almasi III, Maura Almasi, Ken Nagy Jr., Ted Urlton Bottom Row: Ken Nagy Sr., Bill Almasi Jr., Bill Almasi Sr.,  Anne Marie Almasi, 
Laura Bianchini.

Utility Tunnel Project for Merck & Co., Inc. in Whitehouse, NJ.
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well and naturally led the family into 
the world of construction. Some of 
their first major projects involved the 
construction of tank foundations, soil 
remediation and related site work.

In the last twenty-five years, under 
the leadership of Bill Almasi and Anne 
Marie Almasi, Almasi Contractors and 
Almasi Companies have evolved into 
a full service site work and special-
ized utility installations contractor. The 
company has completed difficult chal-
lenges for many major pharmaceutical 
companies by installing utilities, often 
in tight quarters utilizing sub-grade 
trenches, constructing deep tunnels and 
unique concrete construction. 

Work for other companies has in-
cluded repairing serious slope failures 

and installing drainage outlets, demol-
ishing and removing concrete flooring 
and footings, backfilling abandoned 
pits and excavating for new pits. Al-
masi Contractors increased its efforts 
in public construction after completing 
two school projects in Jersey City and 
the New Jersey State Police Emergency 
Operations Headquarters in Trenton. 

In each case they specialized in site 
clearing, utilities installation, excava-
tion and soil remediation. Recent jobs 
have included Rutgers University in 
Piscataway, Devils Arena in Newark, 
The Georgian Court Wellness Center in 
Lakewood and the New Meadowlands 
Stadium in East Rutherford.   

Despite the expansion, Almasi Con-
tractors is still active within the truck-

ing industry. Their fleets of trucks run 
throughout the year, switching to snow 
removal for numerous public and pri-
vate clients in the winter months. 

Ken Nagy a first cousin is manager 
of the Truck division from estimat-
ing to scheduling. He has a complete 
knowledge of roads, local and regional 
laws and regulations. In addition to the 
extensive fleet of trucks, Almasi utiliz-
es more than 75 pieces of construction 
equipment.

The Family Foundation Continues…
The Family who directed the affairs 

of the Almasi firm, following the ef-
forts of the first and second-generation 
family members, accomplished a great 
deal.  William or “Bill” Almasi Jr., his 
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Detention Basin Installation in Lakewood, NJ.
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A LICA Family With 80 Years of Success

Hi-impact Polypropylene
AGCO Animal Guards

Prevent animals from plugging &
destroying your tile drainage pipe!

• Made stronger with 20%
fiberglass and is non-corrosive.

• Will withstand temperatures
from -40º to 300ºF.

• Stabilizer added to prevent
damage by ultraviolet rays.

• Less than half the price of
our competitors.

8897 STATE ROUTE 18, MARK CENTER, OH 43536

For more information, price list and FREE sample, call:

Inc.
Since 1963AGCO PHONE: (419) 542-8785

FAX: (419) 542-6861

Field Tested &
Field Improved!
An extra stainless-steel
screw has been added
to the 6” - 12” guards
to prevent the baffle

from turning inside the
pipe. It always stays

straight and centered!

Solid guards provide more protection than finger-type guards!

Available
for all
outlets
from 4”
to 12”

The baffle is 1/2” smaller in diameter than the pipe,
so it is more difficult for the animals to pick it up.

AGCO has satisfied customers from Nova Scotia to Oregon!

Screw torques up
and stays tight!

8”, 10” and 12”
guards are

REINFORCED
for stronger
protection!

Overview of Wellness Center: Retention Basin Pond, Track Installation, Tennis Courts, Hockey Field  (Also Installed 2 Soccer Fields and Baseball Fields Not 
Shown In Photo.)
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wife, Anne Marie, her sister, Laura Bi-
anchini, and cousin, Ken Nagy, have 
managed the firm’s growth and success 
over the past two decades. 

Bill Almasi Jr., the current president 
of the family business, has been at it 
since he was 8 when he started run-
ning the equipment. He still hasn’t quit 
and remains a hands-on manager set-
ting an example for others – family and 
employees -- to follow. His philosophy 
with respect to project size is simple, 
“Keep it small and keep it all.”

Talk to the heart and soul of this 
exemplary company that started with 
nothing during the worst time in the 
country’s history and built a business 
that has survived the test of time and 
challenging economic cycles.

“It’s nice to come to work and work 
for family and be a part of something 
that has a lot of history to it. It makes 
you proud to do what you do every 
day,” said Maura Almasi, the founder’s 
great-granddaughter.

Today the company Almasi built is 
actually two enterprises: Almasi Con-
tracting, run by grandson Bill Almasi 
Jr., and Almasi Companies, run by 
Bill’s wife, Anne Marie Almasi.

Anne Marie Almasi, a Colonia sec-
tion resident, was named one of New 
Jersey’s Best 50 Women in Business by 
NJ Biz magazine this year. Her com-
pany opened in 1999 and still is one 
of the few women-owned construction 
companies out there.

“It’s better for us now because (gov-
ernment agencies) are making sure 
there are percentages of minorities on 
the jobs,” she said. “There was a time 
when we were definitely the only wom-
en in the room.

“It’s never easy if you’re a minority, 
whether it’s race or women. You have 
to work twice as hard to be respected at 
the same level,” she said.

Her daughter Maura also is a com-
pany executive, as is her sister, Laura 
Bianchini.

“There are definitely more women 
field engineers and more women cli-
ents,” Bianchini said, comparing the 

A LICA Family With 80 Years Of Success

�

�
�
�
�

�

�

Lubrication
Cetane Booster
Improved Economy
Emissions Reduction
Water Dispersion
Strong Anti-gel
Algae Protection

Use Less Diesel Fuel

CLEAN FIRE - It Works!

Husband and Wife Team, Bill and Anne Marie, at The Newly Renovated Almasi Office Located on Main 
Street in Woodbridge.



Introducing the new Case C Series, the most productive, most 
fuel-efficient excavator we’ve ever made. Its innovative Tier 4 engine 
is now up to 15% more fuel-efficient than the competition. And cycle 
times? Yeah, that got better too. With our Intelligent Hydraulic System, 
you’ll get better performance and more productivity without making 
any sacrifices to precision or feel. And for good measure, we also gave 
it the industry’s best visibility, best serviceability and quietest cab. 
The Case C Series. No compromises. Dig in at casece.com.

*For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Capital America LLC. See your Case dealer for 
details and eligibility requirements. Down payment is required. Offer good for a limited time at participating Case dealers in the United States. Not all 
customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH Capital America LLC standard terms and conditions will apply. Taxes, freight, set-up, 
delivery, additional options or attachments not included in suggested retail price. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.

©2011 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC.  www.casece.com
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• �8" & 10" riser with patented 8" & 10" combination Tees.
• 6" round riser with choice of round bottom or flat bottom reducing Tee.
• Constructed of heavy-weight, high-density polyethlene.
• Parts highly adjustable & interchangeable with others on the market.
• Orifice plate placed at Tee level or at ground level.
• Exclusive locking device on each part.
• User Friendly – Priced effectively.
• �Adaptor available to repair old metal or broken intakes and can be 

used with commercial downspouts.

“Dealer Inquiries Welcome”

Left:  Almasi Companies Performing Site Work at the New Meadowlands 
Stadium in East Rutherford, NJ.

Above: Bill Almasi Sr. Performing Excavation Work at the Old Clay Pits on 
Main Street in Woodbridge (Photo Circa 1940).

industry to when she began answering phones and filing pa-
perwork for the Almasi company 20 years ago.

The Almasi companies have had their hand in a long list of 
important New Jersey developments, performing excavation, 
installing utilities and drainage, and tunneling. Projects have 
included a State Police building in Trenton, Rutgers facilities 
in Piscataway, the Prudential Center in Newark, Georgian 
Court Wellness Center in Lakewood, the New Meadowlands 
Stadium and a Costco in Edison.

The company opened a new office in Woodbridge six 
months ago. Anne Marie Almasi, active at St. James Church 
just a few blocks away from her office, looks for ways to help 
her hometown.

“I say God gave me what he gave me so I could share it,” 
she said. “So I like to share what I have.”

The fourth generation of family members including, Bill 
Almasi III, Maura Almasi and Ted Urlton, are all contributing 
to the ability of the company to meet the challenges of the next 
two decades.    

The company’s growth has led them to endeavors through-
out the state, but the heart and soul of this family operation 
remains in Woodbridge. John Almasi Sr. would be especially 
pleased by the reputation that the firm he founded has earned 
over the past eighty years. He would also be happy to know 
that his descendants were able to take the company to another 
level of success while remaining true to its roots. The Almasi 
family is proud to be a part of Woodbridge history, and they 
continue to be active in their community today. t
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